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Account; + Coins, Ge. fund in hs ub 

Foundations of ſome old Houſes near the Church * 
St. Mary Hill, London, 1774. By the Rev. Dr. 
Griffith, Rae of that ares | | 


Read at the Sortzry of Arran, Marc hea 


= 


" Wd EDWARD k IN G, ESG. 


Dear Sin, 


HERE ſend you, according to your defire, a hs 

I account of the coins found in my panſh, of which I before. 

ſhewed you ſome ſpecimens. If, on looking over this account, 

you ſhall think it worth the notice of the reſpectable Society of 
Antiquaries, you are r welcome to lay it before As. 

3 I am, Sir, 5 


| Your faithful, bumble ſervant, = + 
5. May kx fue GUYON, GRIFFITH. 


ON the 24th of als 1774, 4 number or labourers were 
employed in preparing à foundation fot à large 'fugar 
warehouſe, intended to be built upen the ſeite of ſeveral old 
houſes that bad been pulled down for that purpoſe; near St. 


* Hill church, on the eaſt fide of Love Lans. | 
1 Wurz 


2 Dr. Gxirrern's Account of Coins, &c. 

. Warn they had cleared away the ground to the depth of 
fourteen or fifteen feet below the, level of the ſtreet, they ſtruck 
with their pick-axes an earthen veſſe! that ſt pright in 
the ground, about eighteen or twenty inches beneath the brick 

| pavement of a cellar. There immediately fell out a conſiderable 
number of round pieces of metal, moſt of them very black, 
and many ſo much decayed as to crumble to pieces in handling. 
But the labourers, ſuppoſing they were of ſome value, had be- 
gun to. put many of them into their pockets, when the foreman. 
of the work coming up, and obſerving the decay of the pieces 
he firſt ſaw, told the men they were not at all worth their mind- 
ing; upon which many of them were thrown. immediately into 
the rubbiſh-cart, that happened to ſtand near. However, on 
examining ſome more of them which were well preſerved, he 
found them very ſolid, and readily changing to the colour of 
ſilver, when rubbed ; he therefore took a handful of them him- 
ſelf, and let the labourers take the reſt; yet, having been ſcat- 
tered about at firſt; and confuſedly gathered up afterwards, 
numbers of them were mixed with the rubbiſh, and carried 
along with it to the lay-ſtall. And, accordingly, when the 

carter was applied to, ſoon afterwards, to ſearch among the 
rubbiſh he had ſhot down, he got ſome of it ſifted over, and by 
that means between forty and fifty pieces were recovered. 
WITHIN the earthen veſſel that was broken by the pick-axes, 
was found a ſmaller one, lying with its mouth downwards, and 
covering a number of coins that were in the fineſt preſervation, 
and many of them ſcarce diſcoloured at all. Among them lay 
a fibula, of fine gold, very neatly wrought i in filligree [a]: in the 
center of it was ſet a ſapphire; and in the margin, four pearls, 
of which three only remained. See pl. XXI. fig. i, and i ü. 


Tal. Sec forge7 — Tux 


found near St. Mary Hill, London. 3 
Tur larger of the two earthen veſſels, having been broken 
into ſeveral pieces, was not preſerved with any care. It was 
of a blueiſh- coloured earth, of a cloſe texture, about a quarter 
of an inch thick, and was judged to contain near two r ; 
its ſhape was like that of an urn. 

Tu ſmaller veſſel, which remains entire, is of a browniſlr 
earth, inclining to red, of a ſtony, granulated texture, about an 
eighth of an inch thick, and bears evident marks of having been 
uſed for the melting of metal; but 1s of a different ſhape from 
our modern cruciblee, as will appear from the encloſed ſketch of 
it, fig. iii. It contains four ounces and a half troy meaſure, is 
three inches and a quarter long, two inches and a quarter high, 
and two inches and an eighth wide at its greateſt breadth, for 
it gradually contracts itſelf into a lip at one end. 

| In regard to the coins themſelves, it is not eaſy to judge how 
many there were at firſt, nor what number of them was pre- 
ſerved; but thus much may be depended upon : that between 
three and four hundred of them having been carefully exa- 
mined, they were found to conſiſt entirely of the pennies of 
Edward the Confeflor, Harold II. and William the Conqueror. 
And it is remarkable, that, in an earthen veſſel, found in June 
1739, at Dymchurch in Romney Marſh, containing above 200 
pennies, they likewiſe appeared, on examination, to belong to 
one or other of the ſame three monarchs. In both inſtances, 
there were many exact halves and quarters, intermixed with the 
whole pennies. | 

AmoNG the pennies of Edward (which proved conſiderably 
above half of the number examined) were many fine ſpecimens 
of fix known ty pes, correſponding to N' 1. 8. and 17. of Ed. 
ward, in tab. vi. and N* 25. 35. and 42. in tab. vii. of Hickes's | 


Theſaurus, 
A 2 As 


4 Dr. Gairritn's Account of Coins, &c. 

As the ſovereign penny (or whole length figure ſeated in- 
Nate) was a type peculiar to the Confeſſor, till Henry III. in 
1257, made it the pattern for his gold penny, it was thought 
worth while, in examining thoſe pieces of Edward, to note down, 
their different moneyers and towns, of which the former 
amounted to 27, the latter to 16: and I think it not amiſs to 
ſubjoin a lift of them, eſpecially as Iapprehend, that out of theſs, 
16 towns, only four of them with this type have been publiſhed, 

Bzs1Dxs the ſix known types above mentioned, there were two; 
others of this king, which were unknown before. See the plate. 


TRR one has a profile head on its obverſe, and on its reverſe, 
four martlets; which reverſe, till this; piece was diſcovered, 


was always ſuppoſed to have been appropriated to the Con- 
feſſor's ſovereign penny. 


Tun ther has the ſame reverſe as, Ne 175 referred to 8 . 


but differs from it very materially in the obverſe; having the 
profile head turned to the right, and without either arm or hand 
to ſupport the ſceptre; belides ſeveral, qther diſtinguiſhing cir- 
cumſtances. It is obſervable, that this piece was along with 
thoſe which I mentioned above as having been recovered from 
the rubbiſh on the lay-ſtall. 

Anoxo the pennies of Harold II. were 31: different moneyers, . 
and 22 towns; and many Very, fair ſpecimens of the only known 
type of this king. viz. on. the obyerſe, a profile head, generally 


with a ſceptre, but ſometimes without it; and for a reverſe, the | 


word PAX. 

How this ſingular word came to be placed on the reverſe of 
this king, as alſo on, that of Edward the Confeſſor, William 1. 
and-Heury. I. and of no other, may be matter of curious ſpe- 
culation to the hiſtorical Antiquary. 

Tux opinion of Sir Andrew Fountaine in Hickes's The- 
ſaurus [a], and of Mr. Walker i in Camden's Britannia [5], who 

[a] See Explanation of Ne 1—7. Tab. viii. p. 180. 

Il See Explanation of Ne 11 and 37. Tab. vii. Saxon Coins. | | 

concur 


{ 


(WP 


3 % 

Nun mar St. Mary Hill, Eondon. + 

concur. in attributing to the ſon of Cannte, the pennies of 

Harold with Pax. on the reverſe, is now generally deemed 

erroneous{c].. And I cannot help obſerving, - how ſtrong a 

preſumptive evidence here ariſes for aſſiguing all thoſe pennies 

to that Harold who ſucceeded the Conſeſſor, and was followed 

by William; with the coins of which two kings only they were 

intermixed, in great numbers, in this S. Mary Hill d. and 
in that of Dymchunch above- mentioned. 

Tur pennies-of William the Conqueror, that. were — on 
this occaſion, though mueh fewer than thoſe of Edward, yet 
will probably be thought by the curious not leſs intereſting ;+ 
ſince; in the. firſt place, they furniſh ſeveral - fine ſpecimens of. 
four known types [a], but more — of that with the 


= whieh rare; type *, the pieces. thattHave Been Rved 
out oF this hoard alone, — us 0 names De chan 


— different moneyers, r nine towns; which 1 ſhell: 

hereafter enumerate. I-muſt further obſerve concerning theſs 

pieces, that among them is. one, which exhibits, both on the 

obverſe and reverſe, a very different type from what is ſeen 
on any other known canopy; See the plate. 

The ſingularity of this coin conſiſts in its having, on theokverſe;: : 
the head and canopy ſurrounded with an inner circle that ſeparates - 
the head from the ſhoulders, a pellet on each fide of the face, and 
the canopy ſupported, not by a couple oß ſmall ſimilar pillars, but 
by two ſceptres, the right pointed with three pearls, the left 
with a croſs patè; and on the reverſe (like that of the double-- 
ſceptered Conqueror) a carbuncle [e] alternately fleury and 


[c] The ſame. error is obſervable in the engraved plates of the earl of Pem 
broke's collection, in regard to the arrangement of the coins of the two Harolds. . 
See part IV. tab. iii. 

[4] See No. 1, 2. 5, and 7. in Plate i. publiſhed by the Society of Antiquaries. . 

[e] See Explanation of the reverſe in Ne. 5, and No. 1. in Plate i, by the 
Society of Antiquaries. 

* See Snelling's view of the ſilvor coin, page 4 and Ne 6, in his rſt plate, : 


2 Dr. Gxirrirn's Account of Coins, &c. 
-prometts, piereed in the center, inſtead of the maſcle pointed 
with treble knots, in the center an annulet, which 3 
the reverſe of every other known canopy. 

Wax I mentioned above, that the ſovereign-type of Edward, 
the pennies in general of Harold, and the canopy-type of 
William furniſhed, reſpectively, a lift of 27, 31, and 16 


moneyers, it would naturally be ſuppoſed, that the number 


of moneyers was but ſmall, when compared with the number 
of pieces of each ſort. Vet the fact happens to be far other- 
wiſe; for, putting out of the queſtion one piece, on which the 
name of the moneyer is not ſufficiently legible, though I am 
fatisfied-from ſome circumſtances that this . alſo was ſtruck by 
a different moneyer from the reſt; I ſay, putting this piece out 
of the queſtion, the number of moneyers is exacth guat te 
that of the ſeveral pieces, nor is there, among thoſe of the 
ſame type ohe duplicate meneyer. * q 
WHETHER or no the ve other types of Edward afforded the 
ſame variety of · moneyers as his ſovereign- type did, I cannot 
pretend to ſay, ſince that circumſtance did not happen to be 
attended to, in dooking them over. But as to the three other 
types of William, they were found, on examination, exactly 
to correſpond in this particular with his canopy- type; nor did 
any two of them with the ſame type bear the name of the ſame 
mint-maſter. 
From this remarkable circumſtance ai: to the coins 
themſelves, added to the diſcovery of a melting pot among 
them, it ſeems probable, that they belonged to ſome moneyer, 
or other curious perſon connected with the mintage, who, with 
a particular view, had collected from different mints ſo great 
a number of ſingle ſpecimens, 


I HAVE 


found near St. Mary Hill, London. Bo 

IT HAVE only to add further, that the new types deſcribed” 
above, together with near 50 pieces more, (conſiſting chiefly - 
of the faireſt and moſt curious.ſpecimens of this hoard), are in 
the valuable collection of Mr. John White of Newgate Street, + 
to whoſe very. obliging communications I am indebted for ſe= 
veral particulars.of this accouat, and alſo for a drawing, of the. . 
three types, which, as far as I can learn, are all uniques. 

P. S. On digging deeper in ſome parts of the ſame ground, 
ſome fragments of Roman bricks, and a few pieces of the 
middle braſs of Domitian, were thrown. up. The bones alfo 
of ſeveral children, and of five or fix full- grown perſons,. were 
diſcovered. But. as there were no circumſtances of curioſity 
attending any of theſe particulars, it is ſufficient juſt to mention 
the bare fact. ; 
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8 D., Gureviru's Acemmt of Coins, We. 
A LIST of MONEYERS and TOWNS 
On the Sowreign Type 1 


Ona the Conapy Type of 


Edward the Confeſſor. William the Conqueror. 
Alfwold on Wilt | { Alfwold on Wilu : Agelwi on Oxene 
Aruſfi ... + Lei I Aelfwine on Oxcnca .| Aegelric on Lund 

 Aegeliic on Her +] Brand on Wali I | Aclffig on Lund 
Blacere on Theot 34 Colſpegen on Aeſtr 4 Brunwiae on Stan 
'Brind on Heſtein 4 Edric on Lincol _. { Godric on Theot 
Brintric on Coln Edwine on Lund | Godwine on Lund 
7 Deorman on Lund + | Elfwine on Thetfo 7 Leofric on Lund 
Dudinc on Mornidune Foraa on Snotin {| Lufwine on Eofe 
Elfrinc on Dearby | Grofric on Lunden | Mann on Canwai 
Edwin on Lunde 1] Godric on Theot '] Ofbearn on Theot 
— Foll on Sudri 1 Godric.on Lund Sideman on Watru 
Godric on Searum ] Godwine on Cice Spottinc on Exc 
Godric on Wilt {| Godwine on Humid Wiltune on Canwa 
Godwine on Stam | Leofric-on Can Winerac on Leweis 
Godwine on Lunde I  Leofric on Stanf Winted on Lund 
Godwine on Oxon | Leofric on Wince Wulfwine on Canwa 
Herrep on Wiltun ] Leofti on Lunden 
Jocetel on Eofe | Lifinc on Execes | : 
Mann on Canwai Outhbearn on Eof 
Mann on Linco . 1 Spratelinge on ꝰ 
Sideman on Wiltun Slric on Herefo 
Thorcil on Linco 4 Stetman on Ma 
Thurcil on Wiltu | Swaine on Hampt 
Uifketel on Eofr 1 Theofwold on Win 
Wulfred on Lund „ Thurgod on Theotf 
'Wulfwine on Lund Thurcil on Wiarwi 
Wulfgar on Lund | Ulfcetel on Eofe 
* Brand on Mital. - Urſtan on Nor 
5 Follyive on Sudrv Wulfwi on Colnceſt 
Wulfwine on Bedef 
Wulgar on Lund | 
27 31 16 


* This fills up the whole Exergue, and leaves no room for the name of the town. 


at Albans feuer. 


